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ALASKAVIEW 2023 - 2024 ACTIVITIES  

 

Co-PI Badola presenting at the 2024 
AmericaView Spring Meeting, Blacksburg, 

Virginia 

Goal: To advance remote sensing research of forested ecosystems to support 
forest health protection and effective forest management.  

Research Objectives: 

1) Estimating above-ground biomass 
2) Assessing tree mortality and stand-level forest loss 
3) Connection between forest loss and recovery, biomass and carbon budget 

In GY23, we focused on Research Objective 1; by integrating UAVSAR and LiDAR 
data we developed a methodology to estimate above-ground biomass (Badola et 
al., 2024). Co-PI Badola presented this research at the 2024 American Association 
of Geographers Annual Meeting in Honolulu (Apr. 16 - 20) and at the 2024 
AmericaView Spring meeting in Blacksburg, Virginia. 

Also, we carried out research focused on spatial and temporal variation in forest 
canopy conditions using Lidar data (Badola et al., 2024). PI Panda presented this 
research at the 2024 IGARSS meeting in Athens, Greece (July 7 – 12).  

GY23 outcome:  
➢ 3 conference abstracts (2024 AFE, AAG, AGU) 
➢ 1 conference paper (2024 IGARSS) 
➢ 1 journal article (in review) 

 

Tree census survey 

Poster presented at the 2024 IGARSS meeting in Athens, Greece 

AmericaView Website: 
www.AmericaView.org 

Christopher McGinty, Executive Director: 
chris.mcginty@americaview.org 

Lisa Wirth, Program Director: 
lisa.wirth@americaview.org 

Lindi Quackenbush, Board Chair: 
ljquack@esf.edu 

 

AlaskaView is a member of the AmericaView 
Consortium, a nationally coordinated network of 
academic, agency, non-profit, and industry partners 
and cooperators that share the vision of promoting 
and supporting the use of remote sensing data and 
technology within each state. AmericaView is funded 
by USGS grant agreement G23AP00683. 

We continue to support 

4 open access online GIS 

courses on edX.org:  

➢ GIS Foundations 
➢ 3D GIS  
➢ GIS Image Analysis  
➢ Remote sensing of 

wildfires 

http://www.americaview.org/
file:///I:/My%20Drive/AmericaView/FactSheets/FinalFactSheets_2015/AV_FactSheet_Templates/chris.mcginty@americaview.org
file:///I:/My%20Drive/AmericaView/FactSheets/FinalFactSheets_2015/AV_FactSheet_Templates/lisa.wirth@americaview.org
mailto:ljquack@esf.edu


Public Outreach: In GY23, we participated in 2 events organized by University of 
Alaska Fairbanks, and 1 event organized by a local school 

• 2024 CNSM Science Potpourri

• 2024 Arctic Research Open House

• 2024 Pearl-Creek Elementary Science Night

Exhibit included: a poster on forest health research, Landsat board games, NASA 
posters, USGS Landsat Science booklets, and Alaska As Art displays: 

• to increase awareness of satellite earth observation in education,
research and societal well-being

• to increase awareness of the climatic and geologic processes that
continue to shape the Alaska’s dynamic landforms and forest
ecosystems

Consortium Development: Collaborated with UAF eCamups, UAF Institute of 
Agriculture, Natural Resources and Extension, edX.org, NSF Alaska EPSCoR 
program, U.S. Forest Service, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

BENEFITS TO ALASKA

As a result of activities and support of AmericaView the State of Alaska 
have benefited as follows: 

Our research generated new knowledge and map products that directly 
contributed to mission of Alaska Forest Health Protection program and 
Alaska Division of Forestry.   

Enrollment in edX courses: Total enrollment 45,000+ (as of Nov. 2024) 
from 181 countries. Among the top 10 enrollment countries 5 are 
developing countries (India, Nigeria, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Ghana). 

Research Support: Anushree Badola, Postdoc, received salary support. 
She presented at 2024 AAG, AFE, IGARSS, and AGU meetings.  

We offered $1,000 fellowship to: 

• Alex Baughman, a BS student, conducting research on boreal
forest disturbance dynamics

PI Panda served as guest editor for a special issue, Earth from Above: 
AmericaView, Remote Sensing and Geospatial Technology, in The 
Geographical Bulletin that attracted 10 student led publications.  

http://www.sites.google.com/view/alaskaview 

Facebook.com/ArcticRemoteSensing 

AlaskaView Principal Investigator: 

SANTOSH PANDA 

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS 

907-474-7539 

SKPANDA@ALASKA.EDU 

Federal consortium members identified above do not receive funding from AmericaView. 

ALASKAVIEW CONSORTIUM MEMBERSHIP

 2024 STEM Night at a local elementary school 


